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 Reed Fine Arts:

Summer Session 2015
Course Instructor: 
E. Dominic Black, M.A. Ed.



(626) 991 8775




edblack1@verizon.net



www.watercolorjourney.com
Prerequisites:  Drawing and painting skills, Teacher Approval
Length and Duration:  Fridays, 1:30 to 6:30 pm, June 12 – July 17, 2015, (five weeks)



Introduction:
From our brochure…
The Reed Fine Arts program at the Millard Sheets Art Center provides free advanced art courses in drawing and painting to students who demonstrate a willingness to commit to an entire year of study. The Reed Fine Arts program appreciates the ambition and passion students have to harness and unlock their creativity. The best way to encourage the path to their artistic development is to deliver opportunities to explore and retain their artfulness. Through a combination of weekly instruction, open studio, guided practice, and extracurricular responsibilities, our students will have the tools they require to become the artists they dream to be.

Our students work within the Millard Sheets Art Center at Fairplex, a Works Progress Administration building erected in 1936. The art center has always valued the joy the arts bring to our lives and in the past has exhibited works by the great artists of past generations such as Henri Matisse, Auguste Rodin, and Vincent Van Gogh, to name only a few, and will continue in this tradition by nurturing the talent and beauty created by artists of this generation and the next.
The Reed Fine Arts program offers students the opportunity to join the program as a cohort, working together as they advance through each stage of the curriculum. Our students participate at no cost and are provided all of the supplies necessary to accomplish the program goals. As such, it is necessary to select those students that best demonstrate the qualities and skills it will require to commit and successfully complete the yearlong program. Students are asked to submit an application and supporting materials to be considered for one of the twenty positions. Students may also be asked to participate in an interview if further consideration is required. 

Students who are selected to participate will work beginning in the summer and continue through an additional two semesters in the fall and spring. Completion of the program will culminate in an exhibition and certificate of completion. When students successfully complete the program they will have participated in more than 130 hours of classroom instruction and open studio time, explored museums in and around the Southern California region, hung their artwork on the same walls as Monet and Degas, learned from professionals in the art world, and discovered new career pathways in the arts.

The summer course is an introduction to the program, meant to give our students the information they need to begin working on their skills and ideas, while familiarizing them with their fellow Reed Fine Arts students and instructor. This course will prepare the students for successful completion of the remainder of the program.
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory at all sessions. Homework will be assigned each week and is expected to be completed by the following session.
Some of the materials to be provided: 
Paper for pastel, pencil and charcoal
Set of graded drawing pencils
Ebony sketching pencil

Double point pencil sharpener

Brushes suitable for oils or acrylic paints

Brush holder

A full set of water mixable oils or acrylic paints
White vinyl eraser
Compressed charcoal, 12 tone set of grays 

Martin artist palette
Canvas, unstretched and stretched
Large art box or container to store all items
Linseed oil and mediums
Water cups with lids

Rags

Discipline: We have no time for people who would rather be elsewhere. Cell phone use, texting, MP3 player use, consistent annoyance, bad attitudes, excessive talking, harassing other students, sleeping, inactivity, abusing materials or the classroom, disrespect and any other nonsense are all reasons to be dropped from the program.
Things to Bring With You to Every Session:

· All the art materials you have been given
· Water

· Snacks, lunch
· Mobile phone
· (Digital camera)

· Sunglasses or hat, useful if class works outside

· Work in progress

· Homework

Course Objectives:
1. Demonstrate an understanding and employ the elements and principles of art to produce creative works.
2. Practice and grasp the use of various new media.

3. Develop drawing and painting skills.
4. Be able to aesthetically value and appreciate works of art.
5. Maintain physical portfolios. 

6. Develop a cohesive body of artwork.

7. Explore the role of visual arts in history and culture.
8. Learn to select, frame and hang artwork for an exhibition
Session Calendar
Friday, June 12th – Session One
Introductions. Goals. Expectations. Rules.
Materials. Oils & acrylics: demonstrations.

Sketchbook: still life compositions.
Project: still life painting.
Homework: “Old Friends” – a full color still life of personal objects.
Friday, June 19th – Session Two
Collect and discuss homework assignments.

Project: finish still life painting.
Discussion: developing a theme.

Sketchbook: interest survey, theme ideas, quick draws.
Project: a painting related to a theme explored in sketchbook
Homework: four composition sketches for a painting related to a theme.
Friday, June 26th – Session Three
Collect and discuss homework assignments.

Sketchbook: gestural figure drawing. The human head.
Project: figure drawing with mannequins, life-size and miniature.
Project: human skull painting with dramatic lighting.

Homework: finish painting related to the same theme previously chosen.
BRING MATERIALS FOR FIGURE DRAWING TO NEXT SESSION.
THURSDAY, 630 to 930 pm, July 2nd – Session Four
LOCATION: DA Center for the Arts

252 D South Main Street
Pomona, CA 91766
Phone: 909 397-9716
Note date and location change due to July 4th holiday.
Sketchbook: warm up studies with model
Project: charcoal figure studies on large drawing paper

Homework: use figure studies to create a painting utilizing a figure or figures
Friday, July 10th – Session Five - LAST DAY OF CLASS.

Collect and discuss homework assignments.

Discussion: developing style. “Four Artists Paint a Tree.”

Sketchbook: composition in the style of another artist
Project: Painting in the style of another artist.
Homework: 
1) A second painting in the style of another artist. Send an image to Mr. Black via email or text message attachment when finished.
2) Visit an art museum or gallery. Make sketches of works that impress/inspire you.

Key Assignments:
1. Daily sketchbook exercises
2. Warm and Cool Paintings, emotional usage of color

3. Still life (pencil, charcoal, acrylic or oil)
4. Figure studies, (pencil, charcoal, acrylic or oil)
5. Human skull painting
6. Theme development:  Students will create a series of works that clearly demonstrates the pursuit of an artistic problem. This work may further develop into a student’s “concentration” (AP Studio Art term)
Originality and Copyright Issues

Students are expected to develop their own personal imagery. When published photographs or the works of other artists are used, they should be in the service of a personal vision. Any published image should be altered in such a substantial way that it moves beyond duplication. This is a matter of artistic integrity.
In addition, students must:

1. Maintain a physical portfolio

2. Maintain a clean working environment.

3. Turn in all work on time.

4. Demonstrate a quality work ethic.

5. Constantly display a high level of artistic discipline.
By signing below, I understand that I am making an honest commitment to attend every RFA session and to consistently challenge myself to develop as an artist in the camaraderie of fellow students.

Student Signature Below:



Parent/Guardian Signature Below:
E. Dominic Black is a professional artist and art teacher with a B.A. in Art and a Master’s Degree in Education. He is currently the Department Chair for the Visual & Performing Arts at San Dimas High School, and the 2D instructor at the Career and Technical Education Center and the Reed Fine Arts program in Pomona. He also teaches location sketching in watercolor on weekends to adults through the Community Education Program in Monrovia. Mr. Black is the co-creator and host of "Palates & Palettes," food, wine and painting events held on Saturday evenings at the Millard Sheets Art Center. Mr. Black has taught basic, advanced and AP Studio art for over fifteen years, and he has led art study trips through Europe every summer for the last four years. He is currently preparing for his next field trip abroad with Reed Study Abroad Scholars to Ireland, Wales and England in July 2015. 

