Visual Design and Commercial Arts

CTEC Summer Session Course
Instructor: E. Dominic Black, M.A. Ed.
626 991 8775

edblack1@verizon.net
watercolorjourney.com

Length: Monday thru Thursday, 2 to 6 pm, five weeks (last day: Thur. July 16th)
Enrollment: limited to 20 students
Credits: 5 units of CTE (vocational) credits available upon completion


Course Description: In the first few days a student is enrolled, pre-instruction drawings and traditional, fundamental assignments emphasizing skills-acquisition are most useful. As each student progresses in the class, assignments are tailored to the needs of the individual. Because the Fairplex is a “classroom without walls,” we will often create observational drawings outside, on location. In most cases the projects created in this course will have a real-world application. Throughout the session, many sources are used to open the students' minds to the breadth and depth of artistic creativity through examples from the professional world.
There is no fee or tuition for enrolling, and all art materials to be used on class projects will be distributed as needed at no cost to the student.

Discipline: I have no time for people who would rather be elsewhere. Cell phone use, texting, MP3 player use, consistent annoyance, bad attitudes, excessive talking, harassing other students, sleeping, inactivity, eating in class, abusing materials or the classroom, disrespect and any other nonsense are all reasons to be dropped from the class. Behave and you will have nothing to worry about!
Attendance: All students are expected to attend class regularly, four times per week, regardless of whether or not they are attempting the class for credits. The credits from this course may be applied towards vocational graduation requirements at local high schools. Three consecutive absences without prior clearance with the instructor will result in being dropped from the class.

Grades: Your grade in this class will be based on two things: the quality of your work, and the number of hours you attend class. As these classes are credited through San Gabriel Valley ROP, high school credits may be issued and will reflect actual time in the class: a minimum of 75 hours will earn 5 credits. I do not believe in writing scores on artworks, because I do not want a number to permanently alter the way a student may feel about their work. Each project you are expected to complete will have its own set of rubrics, which will be explained when you begin each assignment.
Materials to be provided:
9” x 12” tape bound or spiral sketchbook, 100 pages, drawing paper

Heavyweight drawing paper, 117 LB
Heavyweight textured watercolor/acrylic paper

Illustration board
#2 Pencils; artist drawing pencils
White vinyl eraser

Kneaded rubber eraser

Higgins 1.5 oz. black ink bottle

Speedball Artist’s pen drawing set (5 – 7 nibs)

Brushes: small and medium sizes, for use with ink, watercolor or gouache

Brush holder

Water cup with lid
Travel set of watercolors with built-in lid for mixing

Gouache paint, full set of colors
Small art box or container to store all items
Note that items will vary depending on student’s prior art experiences.
Day-to Day Calendar

Week One
6.15
Expectations. Rules. Pre-instruction drawings. Intro: Upside down drawing, drawing with a grid. Int: watercolor introduction. Adv: gouache introduction.
6.16
Intro: drawing with a grid. Human hand model. Graded pencils. Int: watercolor still life. Adv: alternative design color wheel in gouache. 
6.17
Intro: Human hand model. Pure contour drawings. Int: watercolor still life. Adv: alternative design color wheel in gouache.
6.18
Career Services with Mr. Rishi: job applications. Intro: pencil set introduction. Int: Children’s book illustration. Adv: alternative design color wheel in gouache.

Week Two
6.22
Intro: Drawing with ink. Value studies in ink. Int: Children’s book illustration. Adv: alternative design color wheel in gouache. Logo design for a personal business.
6.23
Intro: Drawing with ink. Int: Children’s book illustration. Concrete poetry. Adv: Logo design for a personal business.
6.24
Intro: Three object value study in pencil. Int: Concrete poetry. Adv: Logo design for a personal business.

6.25
Career Services with Mr. Rishi: resumes and cover letters. Intro: Three object value study in pencil. Human skull in ink washes. Int: Concrete poetry. Adv: Logo design for a personal business. Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.”
Week Three
6.29
Intro: Human skull in ink washes. Int: Concrete poetry. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” All students: drawing from observation, Fairview Farms.
6.30
Intro: Human skull in ink washes. Int: Concrete poetry. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” All students: drawing from observation, Fairview Farms.
7.01
Intro: Single object value study in ink. Int: Abstract expressionist paintings with frisket. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” All students: drawing from observation, Fairview Farms.

7.02
Career Services with Mr. Rishi: the job search. Intro: Single object value study in ink. Int: Abstract expressionist paintings with frisket. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.”
Week Four
7.06
Intro: Single object value study in ink. Int: Abstract expressionist paintings with frisket. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” All Students: drawing from observation, Mojo’s Jungle.
7.07
Intro: Single object value study in ink. Int: Abstract expressionist paintings with frisket. Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. All Students: drawing from observation, Mojo’s Jungle.
7.08
Intro: Single object value study in ink. Logo design in ink for a personal business. Int: Abstract expressionist paintings with frisket. Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Adv: Logo design for ArtReach 2016, “The Art of Metaphor.” Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. All Students: drawing from observation, Wally Parks Automotive Museum.
7.09
Career Services with Mr. Rishi: Interviews. Intro: Logo design in ink for a personal business. Int: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Adv: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. All Students: drawing from observation, Wally Parks Automotive Museum.

Week Five

7.13
Intro: Logo design in ink for a personal business. Int: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Adv: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Character design. All Students: drawing from observation, Spanish Village.

7.14
Intro: Logo design in ink for a personal business. Int: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Inspirado Piece. Adv: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Character design. All Students: drawing from observation, Spanish Village.

7.15
Intro: Logo design in ink for a personal business. Int: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Inspirado Piece. Adv: Fairview Farms Fruit crate label. Character design.
7.16
Career Services with Mr. Rishi: TBD. Intro: finish projects. Int: finish projects. Inspirado Piece. Adv: finish projects. LAST DAY OF CLASS.
Works created this year may incorporate the following but are not limited to:

· Media: graded pencils and ink, (beginner level); watercolors, (intermediate level); gouache, (advanced level).
· Subjects:  Still life, commercial art, entertainment art, landscape, architecture, plant, animal and human studies
· Styles:  Realism, idealism, abstraction

Key Assignments for this course may include:
· Still Life

· Human hand holding object

· Human Skull Study

· Travel Posters

· Typography-lettering-typeface design

· Flower studies

· Personal business logo design

·  “tool” study

· Architecture studies: the gold shack, farmhouse, garden railroad, Spanish village
· Mojo’s jungle

· Set designs

· Rose Garden

· Carousel horses
· Abtract studies using frisket
· Inspirado piece (inspired by art magazine image)

· ArtREACH art show logo design

· Non-traditional color wheel

· Abstract design projects

· Floral Abstraction

· Children’s book illustration in style of another artist

· Children’s book illustration for an original story

· Concrete poem

· Greeting card

· Artist’s trading cards (set of 12)

· Character design – action figure

· Fruit crate label for Fairview Farms

Originality and Copyright Issues

Students are expected to develop their own personal imagery. When published photographs or the works of other artists are used, they should be in the service of a personal vision. Any published image should be altered in such a substantial way that it moves beyond duplication. This is a matter of artistic integrity.

In addition, all art students must:

1. Maintain a clean working environment.
2. Attend every session.
3. Turn in all work on time.

4. Demonstrate a quality work ethic.
5. Respect the instructor and other students.
6. Constantly display a high level of artistic discipline.
Student Signature Below:



Parent/Guardian Signature Below:

E. Dominic Black is a professional artist and art teacher with a B.A. in Art and a Master’s Degree in Education. He is currently the Department Chair for the Visual & Performing Arts at San Dimas High School, and the 2D instructor at the Career and Technical Education Center and the Reed Fine Arts program in Pomona. He also teaches location sketching in watercolor on weekends to adults through the Community Education Program in Monrovia. Mr. Black is the co-creator and host of "Palates & Palettes," food, wine and painting events held on Saturday evenings at the Millard Sheets Art Center. Mr. Black has taught basic, advanced and AP Studio art for over fifteen years, and he has led art study trips through Europe every summer for the last four years. He is currently preparing for his next field trip abroad with Reed Study Abroad Scholars to Ireland, Wales and England in July 2015.
